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The current work aims at developing a linearized Euler equations solver in curvilinear coordinates to
account for the effects of topography on sound propagation. In applications for transportation noise,
the propagation environment as well as the description of acoustic sources is complex, and time-do-
main methods have proved their capability to deal with both atmospheric and ground effects. First,
equations in curvilinear coordinates are examined. Then time-domain boundary conditions initially
proposed for a Cartesian coordinate system are implemented in the curvilinear solver. Two test cases
dealing with acoustic scattering by an impedance cylinder in a two-dimensional geometry and by an
impedance sphere in a three-dimensional geometry are considered to validate the boundary condi-
tions. Accurate solutions are obtained for both rigid and impedance surfaces. Finally, the solver is
used to examine a typical outdoor sound propagation problem. It is shown that it is well-suited to

study coupled effects of topography, mixed impedance ground and meteorological conditions.
© 2013 Acoustical Society of America. [http://dx.doi.org/10.1121/1.4803863]
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. INTRODUCTION

Time-domain methods are attractive to study broadband
noise propagation in outdoor environments. Indeed, they
allow consideration of complex situations and especially re-
alistic meteorological conditions. They have been used
extensively for the past 10 years for this purpose (Blumrich
and Heimann, 2002; Van Renterghem and Botteldooren,
2003; Ostashev et al., 2005; Hornikx et al., 2010; Guillaume
et al., 2011). Modeling of ground interactions is more chal-
lenging because it is essentially a frequency-dependent phe-
nomenon. Thus time-domain counterparts must verify some
physical laws, such as causality (see e.g., Rienstra, 1988),
and can require time-demanding operations, such as compu-
tation of convolution (see, e.g., Ozyt'm'ik and Long, 1996).
Two main approaches are developed in the literature to
account for ground interactions, one that relies on the com-
putation of the acoustic waves propagation in the ground
layer (Salomons et al., 2002; Wilson et al., 2007), and one
that is based on the more or less direct translation of the im-
pedance boundary condition from the frequency domain to
the time domain (Ostashev et al., 2007). Following the latter,
Cotté et al. (2009) have proposed a time-domain impedance
boundary condition for locally reacting surfaces, based on a
recursive convolution technique, and have shown that it was
numerically efficient. It has been implemented in a solver
using high-order finite-difference techniques and has been
used to study long range propagation over an impedance flat
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ground (Dragna et al., 2011). In particular, acoustic surface
waves have been exhibited.

This paper aims to go a step further in modeling realistic
outdoor sound propagation problems by introducing effects
of topography. In the literature, many techniques have been
proposed to account for topography. Among wave-based
approaches, parabolic equation methods have been the object
of a lot of studies. In Sack and West (1995), a coordinate
transformation adapted for a given ground profile is per-
formed in the Helmoltz equation, and a one-way wave equa-
tion is derived from the obtained expression. To our
knowledge, this technique has not been applied to more
complex propagation equations, using parabolic equation
techniques, to accurately handle wind gradients. An other
approach, initially introduced by Collins (1990) in under-
water acoustics, and applied by Blairon et al. (2002) to out-
door sound propagation problems, allows to deal with
complex meterological conditions. The main idea of that
approach is to approximate the ground profile by line seg-
ments. At each slope break, a rotation of the numerical do-
main is performed, and the parabolic equation is then solved
on a Cartesian mesh. This technique has been validated
against acoustic pressure measurements done in Saint-
Berthevin in France in 2002 (Lihoreau et al., 2006). More
recently, Parakkal er al. (Parakkal et al., 2010; Parakkal
et al., 2012) have proposed two different techniques to treat
non-flat grounds by parabolic equation methods. In the paper
published in 2010, a generalized polar coordinate method
adapted to propagation over large-scale terrain features is
proposed, and model’s prediction compares favorably to ex-
perimental data. In their second paper, they introduced the
Beilis—Tappert parabolic equation method into the outdoor
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sound propagation community. This method has been suc-
cessfully used in electromagnetic propagation and under-
water acoustic (Jensen et al., 1994) but is limited for now to
surface slopes up to 20°. In time-domain methods, Heimann
and Karle (2006) have used a similar approach to that of
Sack and West. In their study, different terrain-following
coordinate transformations for the linearized Euler equations
are examined, and ground effect is accounted for by solving
propagation equations in the ground layer. Among other
popular methods, boundary element methods are probably
the best suited to treat propagation over non-flat ground
surfaces (see, e.g., Jean, 1998). These methods require
knowledge of the Green’s function. They can be applied to
acoustic propagation in an inhomogeneous medium with a
constant sound-speed gradient (Premat and Gabillet, 2000),
but complex meteorological effects, such as scattering by
atmospheric turbulence, can not be properly accounted for.

In this paper, following the ideas used for aeroacoustics
problems (see, e.g., Marsden et al., 2005), a time-domain
solver in curvilinear coordinates is developed to treat acous-
tic propagation over complex ground profiles. Curvilinear
transformation is a more general approach to that proposed
by Heimann and Karle (2006) because any continuous coor-
dinate transformation can be considered. The time-domain
impedance boundary condition of Cotté er al. (2009) is
extended to this case. Possible applications are acoustic
propagation in a non-homogeneous atmosphere and over a
complex site with a realistic topography and with mixed im-
pedance ground.

The paper is organized as follows. In Sec. II, the propa-
gation solver is described. The time-domain boundary condi-
tion in curvilinear coordinates for a rigid ground and for an
impedance ground is then presented. In Sec. III, two test
cases for two- and three-dimensional (2-D and 3-D) geome-
tries including diffraction of acoustic waves are considered
to validate the proposed method. Last, in Sec. IV, propaga-
tion of acoustic waves over a 3-D embankment is studied
with different meteorological conditions to illustrate the pos-
sibilities of the solver.

Il. SOLVER OF THE LINEARIZED EULER EQUATIONS
IN THE CURVILINEAR COORDINATES

In this study, sound propagation in the atmosphere is
described by a set of coupled equations for the acoustic pres-
sure p and the acoustic velocity v = (vy, vy, v-), given in the
physical domain (x, y, z) by

op

or + (Vo - V)p + ppc®V - v = pyc*0, (D

ov
Po g, T po(Vo - V)V + po(v- V)Vo + Vp =R, )

where Vo = (Voy, Voy, Vo:) is the mean flow, p; is the mean
density of air, and c is the adiabatic sound speed in the air.
The preceding equations correspond to the linearized Euler
equations (LEEs) where terms of order (| Vo |/c)* are omit-
ted. Their derivation is presented in Ostashev et al. (2005).
In the examples presented in this study, the sound speed is
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constant, ¢ = ¢o, where ¢ is the reference sound speed. The
source terms Q and R represent, respectively, a mass source
and external forces. The linearized Euler equations are then
written in the following conservative form:

oU OE OoF 0G

a T Ty T T )
where U = [p, pyvy, povy, povz]T is the unknown vector, E, F,
G, and H are the Eulerian fluxes, and S is the source vector.

A. Curvilinear equations

Low-dissipation and low-dispersion techniques are
required to obtain accurate numerical solutions in long range
sound propagation problems. They are generally applied to a
Cartesian mesh. Thus a special treatment is needed to
account for non-flat boundaries. Extrapolation methods have
been proposed in the literature (Kurbatskii and Tam, 1997).
However, they can suffer from numerical instabilities, and
the implementation of boundary conditions remains com-
plex. These issues are overcome by using curvilinear coordi-
nates (Marsden et al., 2005). The idea is to define a mapping
from a Cartesian mesh to a curvilinear mesh that fits accu-
rately the boundary. Thus the numerical methods developed
for Cartesian meshes can still be used. The principle of the
method is illustrated in Fig. 1.

Let us consider that the Cartesian coordinates are func-
tions of the curvilinear coordinates (&, {, n), ie.,
x=x(&¢n), y=y(& n), and z=1z2(¢,{,n). To get the
LEEs in the transformed system, chain rule expansions are
used,

o 0 91" [0 o 9] A

{&c o Bz} B [Bé ot 8'7] ’ @

where J = 9(¢, {, n)/d(x,y, z) is the Jacobian matrix of the
transformation. The equations are then written in the con-
servative form

ou* OE* OF" 0G*

R . R H*:*
o T eE T et Tar T S*, (5)

where the fluxes are
U =u/J, (6)
E' = (évE + in + ézF)/J, (N

Physical domain Computational domain
z n

=)

Ground

X S

FIG. 1. Coordinate transformation from the physical domain (x, z) to the
computational domain (¢, ).
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F'=(LE+(F+(G)/], (8)

G = (n.E+nF+n.G)/J, ©)
H' — H/J, (10)
S*=S§/J. (11)

In the preceding equations, J = | J| is the Jacobian of the
transformation. The notation i; = 0i/0j is employed to
express the partial derivatives of the coordinate functions.

B. Numerical aspects

The linearized Euler equations in curvilinear coordi-
nates in Eq. (5) are solved by using low-dispersive and
low-dissipative numerical schemes developed in the computa-
tional aeroacoustics community. Optimized finite-difference
schemes and selective filters over 11 points are used to com-
pute the spatial derivative and to remove grid-to-grid oscilla-
tions, respectively and allow accurate computation of
acoustic wavelengths down to five or six times the spatial
mesh size. For the interior points, the centered fourth-order
finite-difference scheme of Bogey and Bailly (2004) and the
sixth-order selective filter of Bogey et al. (2009) are chosen.
For the boundary points, the non-centered finite-difference
schemes and the non-centered selective filters of Berland
et al. (2007) are used. Applying a selective filter over
P+ O+ 1 points to a variable U on a uniform mesh of size
Ax gives

0
Ul (x0) = U(xo) — o5 Y dnlU(x0 + mAx), (12)

m=—P

where U is the filtered variable and d,, are the stencil coeffi-
cients. The filtering coefficient oy is set to 0.2 for all filters
except at the end points at which the filtering coefficient is
0.01. The time integration is performed with the six-step
fourth-order Runge—Kutta algorithm of Berland et al. (2006)
called RK46-L.

The time-domain boundary conditions described in the
next subsection are applied at the ground. At the outer boun-
daries, the radiation boundary conditions developed by Tam
and Dong (1996) for 2-D cases and its extension proposed
by Bogey and Bailly (2002) for 3-D cases are used. They are
based on an asymptotic solution of the LEEs in free-field. A
reference point must be chosen to define the far-field formu-
lation. It must be close to the acoustic sources and suffi-
ciently far from the outer boundaries, so that the far-field
approximation is valid. Otherwise, as shown by Mesbah
et al. (2008), noticeable reflecting waves can be generated at
the nonreflecting boundaries. These radiation boundary con-
ditions have been used successfully in outdoor sound propa-
gation problems by Cotté et al. (2009) and Dragna et al.
(2011).

A numerical study on the accuracy of the curvilinear
transformation using the finite-difference schemes presented
in the preceding text has been performed by Marsden
(2005). It has been shown that a single mesh cell can be dis-
torted up to 50° without leading to noticeable errors. This
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gives a limit value for the slope angle, using a terrain-
following coordinate transformation. Moreover, errors
induced by the deformation of a computational molecule,
i.e., the entire points in the stencil of the finite-difference
scheme, remain negligible for deformation angle up to 100°.
This shows that curvilinear coordinates transformations
allow to consider larger slope angles than terrain-following
coordinate transformations.

Only the transformation (x(&,{,n),y(&, ¢ n),z(&,(n))
is known a priori. Therefore at the beginning of the compu-
tation, the coefficients of the Jacobian matrix that appear in
the expression of the Eulerian fluxes [see Eqgs. (6) to (11)]
must be computed. These coefficients must verify the geo-
metric conservation laws (GCLs), that are given for a non-
moving grid by (see, e.g., Visbal and Gaitonde, 2002)

DRORCREC

HROREE

() 6)- ),
¢ ¢ !

These laws have been implicitly invoked when going from
Eq. (3) to Eq. (5). The GCLs are formally satisfied but they
could be violated numerically for 3-D problems due to dis-
cretization, which can lead to severe errors (Visbal and
Gaitonde, 2002). To avoid these difficulties, the metric coef-
ficients are computed using the conservative form proposed
by Vinokur and Yee (2000). For instance, the first metric
coefficient is computed using

J
& =5z —zey), — vz — zyy)e]- (16)

2
Other equations follow from a cyclic permutation of (x, y, z)

and (&,Ln).

C. Time-domain boundary condition

Sound propagation over natural ground can be generally
reduced to that over impedance surfaces using the so-called
local reaction approximation (see, e.g., Attenborough, 2002).
The boundary impedance condition is classically written in
the frequency domain as P(w) + Z(w)V,(w) = 0, where »
is the angular frequency, and P and V,, are the Fourier trans-
forms of the pressure p and of the acoustic velocity normal
to the ground v,,. Note that the normal to the ground surface
points out of the ground. For a rigid ground, v, = 0 and the
surface impedance is infinite. In the time domain, the imped-
ance boundary condition leads to a convolution

p(0) =—f_ (= yon(d)e, am

where z(#) is the inverse Fourier transform of the impedance.
Not all surface impedance models are physically possible.
As discussed by Rienstra (1988), z(f) must be causal and

Dragna et al.: Time-domain solver in curvilinear coordinates 3753

Author's complimentary copy



real. Moreover, because the ground absorbs energy, one
must have Re[Z(w)] > 0, for @ > 0, where Re denotes the
real part. When solving Eq. (5), the components of the
acoustic velocity are computed in the Cartesian system
(ex, ey, €,). It is then necessary to define a local coordinate
system to calculate the components of the acoustic velocity
normal and tangential to the ground surface. Without loss of
generality, the ground surface corresponds in this study to
the plane 1 = 0. Therefore the unitary normal vector is the
third contravariant base vector

e =Vn/|Vn|, (18)

with Vip = n,ex + 1,y + 1.€,. The unitary vectors tangent
to the ground surface are chosen as the two first covariant
base vectors

e; =V;/|Ve|and e, = V¢/| V¢, (19)

with Ve = xcey + ycey + zce, and Vi = xcex + yeey + zce,.
The vectors e: and e; are directed along the ¢ and ( lines,
respectively. Note that the coordinate system (e, e;, ') is
orthogonal only if the mesh is orthogonal at the ground sur-
face. A scheme representing the two coordinate systems is
depicted in Fig. 2.

The acoustic velocity can be expressed as
vV = vy + vyey + v.€, = vze: + vce; + v,e'. Thus the com-
ponents of v in the coordinate system (e, e, e") are calcu-
lated with

D, = M Ux + ’7yUy + n:vz
n | v 11 ‘ Y

(20)

XUy + YeUy + ZgU;
[Vel(l —ec - e?)

e e XUy + Yoy + zpv,
T Vel e e?)
(21)

v¢

_ XgUy + YUy + ZgU;

o e XeUy + YeUy + Z¢0;
T Vel(l—e:- e

e .
T Vel(1—ee- e?)
(22)

For an orthogonal system, the scalar product es - e; is null,
and the preceding equations are greatly simplified. Similarly,
the components of v in the Cartesian coordinates system are
retrieved with the relations

ey

FIG. 2. Ground surface and definition of the coordinate systems.
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My Xe¢ X
Uy = Up + vg + v, (23)
MR AR I
My ye Yt
vy = v, + ve + v, 24)
TV Ve Ve
1 4 44
v, = v, + ve + vg. (25)
(V" Vel Ve

1. Rigid ground

At a rigid ground, the normal velocity v, is equal to
zero. Let us denote by p and v the values of pressure
and acoustic velocity at the discretized time mAt. The fol-
lowing time marching is applied:

1. Advance in time the pressure and the components of
acoustic velocity to get p and v\") over the computa-
tional domain,

2. Compute ve and vy at the ground [see Egs. (21) and (22)],

3. Impose vy, vy, and v, at the ground by setting v, = 0 in
Eqgs. (23) to (25).

2. Impedance ground

To account for impedance ground surfaces, we use in
this study a time-domain boundary-condition (TDBC)
derived by Reymen et al. (2006) on the basis of work done
in electromagnetism (Luebbers and Hunsberger, 1992). This
TDBC has been introduced in outdoor sound propagation
community by Cotté et al. (2009) and is general in that it is
not based on any impedance model. The TDBC requires the
approximation of the impedance in the frequency-domain by
a rational function

NoA
Z()~Zo+ Y

k=1

26
/11( - l'co’ ( )

where Z, is the limit value of Z(w) as o tends to infinite, /;
are the poles, N is the number of poles, and A; are numerical
coefficients. The causality condition is verified for this type
of impedance model if and only if the real parts of ; are
positive (Reymen et al., 2006). The condition Re[Z(w)] > 0
for @ > 0 must be checked for each set of coefficients
(Ax,A). Because the inverse Fourier transform of the imped-
ance in Eq. (26),

N

2(t) = ZooS(1) + > Are MH(1), 27)
k=1

must be real (see, e.g., Rienstra, 1988), the poles 4; are real
or complex conjugates. In the preceding equation, H(¢) is the
Heaviside function. The derivation of the TDBC is detailed
in Reymen et al. (2006) for both real and complex conju-
gates poles. The impedance models used in this study are
appropriately approximated over the frequency bandwidth of
interest by rational functions with real poles. Therefore we
only present the TDBC for real poles. Different methods are
proposed in Cotté er al. (2009) to determine the coefficients
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Ar and A;. After inserting the formula for the impedance in
Eq. (27) into Eq. (17), a recursive convolution method can
be applied. Assuming that the normal velocity is constant
over a time step, the following relation between p”) and v,({”)
is obtained

N
P = —Zot + 3 Ay, (28)
k=1

where (j),((m) are called the accumulators. They are computed
by the recursive expression

1_ — At B
JQ— 7;1 + e, (29)

The TDBC relates the acoustic pressure to the normal veloc-
ity at the ground surface. One can then impose either p or v,,.
Because it is easier to consider a scalar quantity than a vector
quantity, we choose here to impose the pressure at the
boundary. However, note that the implementation based on
the acoustic velocity is feasible and does not lead to particu-
lar numerical problems. The following time-marching is
then proposed:

1. Advance in time the pressure and the components of
acoustic velocity to get p™ and v\”) over the computa-
tional domain,

2. Compute v, at the ground with Eq. (20),

3. Advance in time the accumulators with Eq. (29),

4. Impose p at the ground with Eq. (28).

lll. TEST CASES

Scattering problems are studied as test cases to demon-
strate the accuracy of the boundary conditions treatment
proposed in the previous section. The 2-D case, correspond-
ing to scattering by an impedance cylinder, is based on the
second problem in category 1 proposed in the Second
Computational Aeroacoustics Workshop on Benchmark
Problems (Tam and Hardin, 1997). In the initial bench-
mark, the cylinder is rigid. In this study, the test case is
extended to impedance cylinders. The 3-D case corre-
sponds to scattering by an impedance sphere and is a direct
extension of the 2-D case. The schematic of the problem is
depicted in Fig. 3. Dimensionless variables are used, with
the following scales:

Length scale: R,

Velocity scale: ¢,

Time scale: R/cg,

Density scale: p,

Pressure scale: poc3,

Impedance scale: p,co,

Air flow resistivity scale: pyco/R,

where R is the radius of the cylinder (2-D case) or of the
sphere (3-D case).

In the test cases, the impedance model is chosen as the
Miki impedance model (Miki, 1990) of a rigidly backed
layer of thickness d; and of air flow resistivity o, given by
the formula
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M;
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® W/ >
R S X

FIG. 3. Diffraction of acoustic waves generated by the source S by an im-
pedance cylinder in 2-D or by an impedance sphere in 3-D. Three receivers
M;, M,, and Mj; are located in the computational domain.

ZL((D) = ZMCO[h(—ideL). (30)

In the preceding equation, Z, is the Miki impedance model
of a semi-infinite ground layer, written as (Cotté ef al.,
2009)

2y = {Hﬂ(%)h], G31)

—iw

with yt = 0.459 and b = 0.632. The complex wave number in
the porous layer k; is similarly written in the form

k= [1 + u(a—,")q}, 32)
—iw
with v = 0.673 and ¢ =0.618.

Three boundary conditions are considered: (1) a rigid
ground, (2) a ground of finite impedance with gy = 120 and
d; = oo, which is denoted afterward by M120, and (3) a
ground of finite impedance with oy = 12 and d; = 0.2,
which is denoted afterward by M12L02.

A. 2-D test case: Acoustic scattering
by an impedance cylinder

First, scattering by an impedance cylinder is considered.
The coordinate transformation is defined by

x = (14 n)sing, (33)
z= (14 n)cosé. (34)

Note that (r =14 n,&) correspond to the classical polar
coordinates. The acoustic pressure is initialized by a
Gaussian pulse centered at (xs, 0),

_ 2 2
plx,z,t=0) = exp [—ln@) (XXB# ENER)

X

where B, is the Gaussian half-width set to B, = 0.4. The ab-
scissa of the source is set to xg = 8 and three receivers
denoted as M;, M,, and M3 are placed in the computational
domain with r=10 and with, respectively, &= n/2,
&=3n/4,and ¢ = 7.
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The computational domain has 320 points in the ¢
direction with a mesh size A¢ =0.02 and 201 points in
the n direction with An =0.1. Three thousand time
iterations are performed. In the dimensionless form and
with ¢=1, the Courant—Friedrich-Lewy number reads
CFL = At/Apin where At is the time step and Ap, is the
minimal spatial step. It is set to CFL =0.8. For the bounda-
ries, a periodic condition is imposed in the azimuthal direc-
tion and the radiation boundary condition of Tam and Dong
(1996) is used in the radial direction. The reference point
for the far-field formulation is chosen as the center of the
cylinder.

In linear acoustics, propagation of an axisymetric pres-
sure pulse in free-field is equivalent to the propagation of a
broadband point source (Dragna et al., 2011). The corre-
sponding source strength S(w) depends on the spatial distri-
bution of the pulse. For the Gaussian pulse, it is written
(Dragna et al., 2011)

232
S(w) = iwnB*exp (— a)4 >, (36)

where B = B,/+/In2. The source strength is the product of
the 2-D spatial Fourier transform of the initial pressure dis-
tribution times the factor iw. For this diffraction problem,
the analytical pressure in the time domain is then expressed
as the following Fourier transform

1 400
P =2 [ S olerp(—iondo, BT

where p(r, ¢, ®) is the analytical solution of the problem for
a point source in the frequency domain. It is divided into two
terms p = p, + p,. The incident pressure p; is the 2-D
Green’s function in free-field

pi = _iHE)l) (w\/r2 + x} — 2rxs cos é). (38)

The scattered pressure p, is written as

+00
Z Cle()l) (avcs)H[(,l> (wr)cospé, (39)
p=0

where the coefficients C,, are given by

C — o dpa(®@) ~p/o+ifl©)
); PH(I)

. (40)
1 (0) = [p/o + ifHY ()

The term § = 1/Z is the admittance and is null for a rigid
ground. The parameter ¢, is equal to 1 for p =0 and is equal
to 2 otherwise. The derivation of the solution is detailed in
Appendix A.

Figure 4 shows the pressure waveforms obtained at the
receivers for the numerical and analytical solutions for the
three boundary conditions and for the three defined angles.
The first arrival for the cases ¢ = n/2 and & = 3n/4 is the
direct wave between the source and the receivers. Therefore
it is identical for the three boundary conditions because it
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does not depend on the boundary conditions. The other arriv-
als are the scattered waves. For the case & = 7, the different
contributions do strongly overlap. In all cases, a very good
agreement is found between the analytical and numerical
waveforms.

B. 3-D test case: Acoustic scattering
by an impedance sphere

To validate the proposed implementation for a 3-D ge-
ometry, a second test case dealing with diffraction of spheri-
cal waves by an impedance sphere is considered. It is a
direct extension of the previous test case.

The following coordinate transformation is used:

x=(14n)cosé, (41)
y = (1 +n)sin{siné, (42)
z=(1+n)cos{siné. (43)

Similarly, (r = 1+ 5, &, () correspond to the spherical coor-
dinates, with the x axis as the polar axis. The acoustic source
is a Gaussian pulse, centered at (xg, 0, 0) with xg = 3. The
Gaussian half width is B, = 0.4. Three receivers denoted
as M;, M,, and M; are placed in the computational
domain with =10, { =0 and with, respectively, ¢ = /2,
¢=3n/4, and &= m. Periodic boundary conditions are
imposed in the polar and azimuthal directions, i.e., in the &
and { directions. In the radial direction, i.e., in the 7 direc-
tion, the radiation boundary condition of Bogey and Bailly
(2002) is used. The reference point for the far-field formula-
tion is chosen as the center of the sphere. The Jacobian of
the transformation

1
s @

is singular at £ =0 and at ¢ = n. To avoid these singular-
ities, as proposed by Mohseni and Colonius (2000) for the
polar case, the mesh is shifted by A¢/2 in the & direction.
The method used for the discretization in the ¢ direction is
represented in Fig. 5.

There are 160 x 320 x 600 points used, respectively, in
the &, {, and 5 directions with mesh sizes Aé = A{ = 0.02
and An = 0.025. At the radial distance r and at the polar
angle &, the azimuthal mesh spacing is (rsin ¢A({). Thus
close to ¢ = 0 and ¢ = 7, the mesh spacing is very small in
the azimuthal direction compared to that at &= m/2.
Because an explicit time-marching scheme is employed, this
would result to a very small time step due to the CFL condi-
tion and, hence, to a large number of iterations. Following
Bogey et al. (2011), the azimuthal spacing is artificially
increased to avoid an important time step restriction near
¢ = 0and ¢ = n. Thus instead of computing the finite differ-
ences from the adjacent points, they are determined from
points separated by (A().; = [A{, where [ > 1 is an integer.
The spatial derivative of the variable U in the { direction at
point {, is then computed using the centered difference
scheme over 2 P + 1 points
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FIG. 4. Waveforms of the pressure obtained for the receivers M, M, and M3 and for the three boundary conditions versus time: Numerical (—) and analytical
(®) solutions. The time and the pressure are made dimensionless by dividing them respectively by R/co and poc3.

ou ! , U ImA 45
a_c(&)) = Al mZ_:P an U(Lo + ImAQ), (45)
where a,, are the stencil coefficients. Close to £ =0 and
¢ =m, optimized second-order finite difference schemes
over seven points proposed in Bogey et al. (2011) are
employed in the {-direction with / between 2 and 40. Far
from the poles, /=1, and fourth-order optimized finite-
difference schemes over 11 points presented in Sec. II B are
used. The effective mesh grid sizes (rsin £(A().) at radial
distance r =1 are plotted versus ¢ in Fig. 6. The CFL condi-
tion is the most restrictive at the first and last points in the &
direction. Thus at these points, / =40, and the effective mesh
grid size in the { direction is 40 times larger than the actual
one. This allows to increase the time step by a factor 40.
Note also that, for a given r, the effective mesh spacing
remains below rA( for all values of &. Therefore it is
expected that the accuracy is not affected by the reduced dis-
cretization. A schematic of the methods used for the compu-
tation of derivatives near the singularity is depicted in Fig. 5.

Due to the azimuthal reduction, the finite-difference
operator in the { direction depends on ¢. This implies that
the finite-difference operator in the ( direction does not
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commute with the one in the & direction. The geometric con-
servation laws using formula proposed by Vinokur and Yee
(2000) are not assured in this case. To eliminate the spurious
waves, the strength of the selective filter is then increased to
unity [see Eq. (12)]. The CFL number is set to 0.7, and 4500
time iterations are performed.

The analytical solution is written as the Fourier
transform

p(ryEt) =2 jmsm)ﬁ(n & o)exp(—iondo.  (46)

:ﬂ .

Because the problem is invariant in the azimuthal direction,
the analytical solution does not depend on {. The source
strength

2p2
S(w) = iw(v/7B) exp (— co4B >, (47)

is the product of the 3-D spatial Fourier transform of the ini-
tial pressure distribution times the factor iw. The formula for
the source strength can be easily deduced from the analytical
solution of propagation of a Gaussian pressure pulse in free-
field proposed by Bogey and Bailly (2002). The pressure in
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FIG. 5. Discretization near the singularity in a plane where # is constant at
the grid point @. The derivative is obtained from points O in the ¢-direction
and from points @ in the {-direction with the reduced discretization method.

the frequency-domain for a point-source is still split as
p =P, + Py The incident pressure is given by the 3-D
Green'’s function

exp (ico\/r2 + X2 — 2rxscosé)

pi= . (48)
4n\/r2 + X2 — 2rxscosé
The scattered pressure p,; is written as
5 _IONRp (n
Pa = _Z;Bl,hp (wxs) bV (wr) Py(cosé),  (49)
=
where the coefficients B, are given by
i1 (@) —p/o+iflj, (o
b ey bn@ ot il

b, (@) — [p/o + iflhD ()

In the preceding equations, j,, h,, and P, are, respectively,
the spherical Bessel function of the first kind and the

0.02

0.016

0.012

Sing (AC)

0.008

0.004

0 /3 2n/3 T

&

FIG. 6. Mesh grid size in the azimuthal direction as a function of ¢ for the
3-D test case: Without (—) and with (—) reduced azimuthal discretization.
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spherical Hankel function of order p and the Legendre poly-
nomial of degree p. The derivation of the solution is briefly
described in Appendix B.

In Fig. 7, the pressure waveforms obtained at the three
receivers for the three boundary conditions are represented.
In all cases, an almost perfect agreement is found between
the analytical and numerical solutions. Therefore it is shown
that the boundary conditions proposed in this study are well
adapted to time-domain methods.

IV. ILLUSTRATION: DIFFRACTION DUE TO
TOPOGRAPHY

In this last section, acoustic propagation above an
embankment with different meteorological conditions is
examined. This example aims at studying efficiency of a
noise embankment close to a highway. The topography of
the site is represented in Fig. 8. The embankment is 2 m high
and 9 m thick. The coordinate transformation is defined by

x=¢, (51)
y={ (52)
z=n+H( ), (53)

where H is the ground profile. In this case, the curvilinear
coordinate 7 corresponds to the height above the ground. In
the x direction, quadratic splines are used to fit the desired
ground profile. In the y direction, the profile is modulated by
a Gaussian profile the half width of which is equal to
By, = 15 m. The ground profile is then expressed as

2

H(x,y) = exp <ln(2) 1.%) (a2x2 + aix + ap), (54)
y

where numerical parameters are given in Table I.

As done in Sec. III B, the initial disturbances are a pres-
sure Gaussian pulse with a half width B, =0.15 m. It is
centered at xg =0 m,ygs =0 m, and zg = 0.5 m. It must
be pointed out that this example aims at illustrating the pos-
sibilities of the solver. Thus this type of source is not realis-
tic for highway traffic noise. An incoherent line source (see,
e.g., Salomons, 2001) with typical spectrum and directivity
of transportation noise would be more representative. Three
different surface impedances are used. Up to x=2m, the
road is modeled by a rigid surface. From x=2mtox=13m
including the embankment, a grassy ground is considered
with the Miki impedance model of a semi-infinite ground
layer of air flow resistivity gy = 100 kPa s m 2. Then from
x=13m, the Miki impedance model of a rigidly backed
layer of air flow resistivity oy = 300 kPa s m~~ and of thick-
ness d; = 0.02 m is used to model a typical field. At the
other boundaries, the radiation boundary condition of Bogey
and Bailly (2002) is employed. The reference point for the
far-field formulation is located on the ground and at the
source position, i.e., at (x=0m, y=0m, z=0m).

To study the influence of a velocity gradient on
the sound propagation, a logarithmic velocity profile is
considered
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FIG. 7. Waveforms of the pressure obtained for the receivers M, M, and M3 and for the three boundary conditions versus time: Numerical (—) and analytical
(@) solutions. The time and the pressure are made dimensionless by dividing them respectively by R/c, and poc(z).

n+zo

Vo(z) = acn
20

(cosley + sinfey), (55)

where the roughness length is chosen as zp = 0.1 m. The
parameter a, is set to Om s~ ' for no wind condition and to
2m s~ ! otherwise. Five configurations are considered. First,
influence of the embankment on the sound pressure level is

100

90
-~ 20/

10

057 0 X (m)

FIG. 8. Schematic of the computational domain. Each color denotes a differ-
ent ground surface impedance. The source position is represented by the
white dot.
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studied. In the first two computations, propagation of acoustic
waves over the site with and without the embankment is
examined in a homogeneous atmosphere. Then influence of
the meteorological effects on the efficiency of the embank-
ment are taken into account by investigating three wind direc-
tions: Downwind condition with 0 = 0, upwind condition
with 0 = &, and transverse wind condition with 0 = 7/2.

The numerical domain is [—5m; 105m] X [—6.25m;
6.25m] x [0 m; 13.5m], with a uniform mesh size A&

TABLE I. Numerical parameters used to define the ground profile in

Eq. (54).
X, m az,m’1 ay ap, m
—5.0—2.85 0.0 0.0 0.0

2.85 —3.15 1111 x 10° —6.333 x 10° 9.025 x 10°
3.15—5.85 0.0 6.666 x 107! -2.0
5.85 — 6.15 —1.111 x 10° 1.366 x 10" —4.003 x 10"
6.15 — 7.85 0.0 0.0 2.0
7.85 — 8.15 —8.333x 107! 1.308 x 10" —4.935 x 10"
8.15 — 11.85 0.0 —0.5 6.0
11.85 — 12.15 8.333x 10! —2.025 x 10" 1.230 x 107
12.15 — 105.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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= Al = Ay = 0.05 m. There are about 15 x 10° points. The
CFL number is set to 0.7, and 3200 time iterations are per-
formed so that the pulse leaves the computational domain.
Waveforms obtained at a receiver at x=100m, y=0m,
and z=2m for the five computations are represented in
Fig. 9. First, note that the arrival time obtained for the case
with the embankment in a homogeneous atmosphere is
slightly greater to that obtained without embankment, about
At = 0.7 ms, because of the path difference due to the
embankment height. The total sound pressure level

+00 .2
1p=10m&4J pfh%, (56)

—00 FPref

where pyt is a reference pressure is 7 dB lower. This shows
that for this particular source, the embankment is effective to
reduce the broadband sound pressure level. In downwind
condition, multiple arrivals can be distinguished on the
waveform. The arrival time is smaller than that in no wind
condition because the effective sound speed is greater. As
expected, downwind condition causes an increase of the total
sound pressure level by 5dB. In the upwind condition, the
effective sound speed is smaller than the ambient sound
speed. Therefore the arrival time is larger. Furthermore, the
total sound pressure level is reduced by 8.6 dB. Finally, com-
parably to other computations performed by Salomons
(2001), transverse wind has no effect. Indeed the difference
on the total sound pressure level compared to no wind condi-
tion is only of 0.1 dB.

To evaluate the effect of the embankment in the fre-
quency domain, the insertion loss is introduced by the
relation

()
IL =201 —_— 57
) =20 loguo| 5~ 55 | G

where p(f) is the Fourier transform of the pressure and
Pwso(f) is the corresponding value for the configuration
without embarkment in no wind condition. The insertion

x10°

10r

290 295 300 305 310
t (ms)

FIG. 9. Waveforms at a receiver at x=100m, y=0m, and z=2m for no

wind condition (—), downwind condition (---), upwind condition (---),

transverse wind condition (--), and no wind condition (—) without
embankment.
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FIG. 10. Insertion loss versus frequency at a receiver at x =100m, y=0m,
and z=2m for no wind condition (—), downwind condition (—-), upwind
condition (—-—), and transverse wind condition (- - -).

loss at a receiver located at x=100m, y=0m, and z=2m
is plotted versus frequency in Fig. 10. The embankment ena-
bles to reduce the sound pressure level over all the frequency
range. In the upwind condition, high frequencies are signifi-
cantly attenuated, and the efficiency of the embankment is
dramatically increased for frequencies larger than 400 Hz.
The downwind condition causes an increase of the sound
pressure level for high frequencies. Around f= 800 Hz, the
insertion loss becomes positive, which means that the sound
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FIG. 11. Insertion loss for receivers at y=0m and z=2m versus abcissa x
for 1/3-octave bands centered at (a) 400 Hz, (b) 800 Hz and (c) 1250 Hz and
for no wind condition (—), downwind condition (——), and upwind condition

).
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pressure level is higher than without embankment in no-
wind conditions.

The evolution of the insertion loss with x is now investi-
gated. It is shown in Fig. 11 for a line of receivers located
behind the embankment at y=0m and z=2m and for differ-
ent 1/3-octave bands. The case of the transverse wind is not
represented because it is similar to the no-wind condition. For
receiver just behind the embankment, the insertion loss is
very large, i.e., around 20 dB. In the no-wind condition, the ef-
ficiency decreases with increasing x depending on the fre-
quency. At high frequencies f > 400 Hz, influence of the
meteorological conditions on the insertion loss is significant
from x =20m. At lower frequencies f < 400 Hz, it is visi-
ble at larger distance (5 dB difference from x =40 m between
the insertion loss in downwind and no-wind conditions). In
downwind condition, acoustic energy is refracted to the
ground. Therefore the embankment efficiency decreases with
increasing x and also with increasing frequency. In upwind
condition, the insertion loss decreases rapidly once the re-
ceiver is in the shadow zone. Thus for f= 1250 Hz, more than
15 dB difference between the insertion loss in upwind and no-
wind conditions is obtained for x > 60 m.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, a time-domain numerical propagation
solver using optimized high-order finite-difference schemes
has been developed on the basis of the linearized Euler equa-
tions. Meteorological and ground effects have been both
taken into account. Topography has been accounted for by
using curvilinear coordinates. A time-domain impedance
boundary condition recently proposed has been extended for
non-flat terrain profiles. It has been validated against two dif-
fraction test-cases in 2-D and 3-D geometries. In both case,
an excellent agreement has been obtained between the ana-
lytical and numerical solutions. The capabilities of the solver
have been then illustrated with a typical outdoor sound prop-
agation problem dealing with propagation above an embank-
ment and above mixed ground impedance surfaces in a
heterogeneous medium. It can also be noted that curvilinear
transformation is applicable for any continuous coordinate
transformation. In particular, it is useful for coupling with
meteorological models (such as micro-meteorological mod-
els using large eddy simulations). Indeed, computation of the
acoustic propagation can be performed on the same grid
without requiring interpolation of the meteorological data to
the grid of the acoustic solver; this is something that can be
time-consuming especially for 3-D problems. Moreover, it
can be applied to terrains with large slope angle (>45°),
such as steep-sided valleys, for which terrain-following
coordinate transformations are not relevant.

Future work will focus on the modeling of realistic sour-
ces for transportation noise applications. In particular,
coupled effects of a moving source and of a complex site on
the acoustic pressure field will be studied.
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APPENDIX A: ANALYTICAL SOLUTION
FOR DIFFRACTION OF CYLINDRICAL WAVES
BY AN IMPEDANCE CYLINDER

This appendix details the derivation of the analytical so-
lution for propagation of acoustic waves from a point source
placed above an impedance cylinder in a 2-D geometry. The
cylinder radius is denoted as R=1. The point source and
the receiver are located, respectively, at rg = (x5,0) and
at r = (xg,zg). Their respective polar coordinates are rg
= (rs,0) and r = (r, 0). The surface of the cylinder is char-
acterized by its admittance denoted as f5. The acoustic pres-
sure p(r,0,w) satisfies the Helmholtz equation in polar
coordinates

A 2 A
%% G%) %% +o’p =d(x—x5)d(z),  (Al)

with the Sommerfeld condition at infinity and the impedance
boundary condition on the cylinder

A B
o, +iofp(R,0) =0. (A2)

The pressure is split into two components p(r, 6, w)
=p;(r,0,w) 4+ py(r,0,w) where p; is the incident pressure
on the cylinder and p, the scattered pressure due to the cylin-
der. The incident pressure p; is given by the 2-D Green’s
function in free-field

pi(r.0) = = JH (0 |r — rs ). (A3)

Using the addition theorem (Gradshteyn and Ryzhik, 1980),
the incident pressure is rewritten as

- 00

. i
pi(r,0) =— 1 Z epr,l) (wr)J,(wr<)cospl, (A4)
p=0

with r~ = max(rg,r) and r- = min(rg,r). The parameter ¢,
is equal to 1 for p =0 and is equal to 2 otherwise.

Using the separation of variables method and account-
ing for the symmetry over x axis and the Sommerfeld condi-
tion, the scattered pressure is sought in the form

~ l +00
pa(r,0) = — 2 Z C],HI(,l> (a)xs)Hél) (wr)cospl. (A5)
p=0

The coefficients C, are obtained by using the impedance
boundary condition

p;
or

— iofpi(R,0).  (A6)

Pa
or R

+ iwﬁpd(Rve) =
R
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To do so, the normal derivative of the scattered pressure
on the cylinder is calculated with

Z—ZC H (ewxs)

(1) (1)
H wR H wR
x cospl) —£= 1(@R) - 5 p+]( ) . (A7)

an

Using the following formula for the Hankel function:

1 1 2p
H,(z) + H) () = THY (), (A8)
yields
o

or

- 400
i
=— sz; CpHél) (wxs)
I]:

R
x cospf(LZ-HD (wR) —H (wR)).  (A9)
PINOR P prl ’
If one adds iwf p,, one finally gets the equation
%Pa
or

4\ 4iwfpy(R,0) = ——a)ZC H ) (wxs)
R p=0

X cosp@( {L + iﬁ} H[(,I)(wR)

o (wR)> (A10)

The same procedure is applied for the incident pressure,
which yields

_8pi —iwpfp,(R,0) ——wz —e,H

(wxg)cos pb
ar . S 14

x ([ﬁ + iﬁ} I,(wR)
—J1)+1(CUR))- (A11)

Finally, the expression for the coefficients C, is obtained by
matching the series term in Egs. (A10) and (A11):

Ty (0R) — Lv/wRJriﬁ]( R A

C,=—¢, )
"H) (0R) — [p/oR + ifIHD (0R)

To summarize, the pressure p(r, 0, ) is computed from Egs.
(A3) and (A5). The coefficients C, are given in the preceding
equation.

APPENDIX B: ANALYTICAL SOLUTION FOR
DIFFRACTION OF SPHERICAL WAVES BY AN
IMPEDANCE SPHERE

This appendix describes the derivation of the analytical
solution for diffraction of spherical waves by an impedance
sphere. The calculation is very close to that of diffraction
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of cylindrical waves by an impedance cylinder, detailed in
Appendix A. The sphere radius is expressed as R =1. The
point source and the receiver are located respectively at
rs = (x5,0,0) and at r = (xg,0,zg). The corresponding
spherical coordinates rg = (r5,0,0) and r = (r,0,¢) are
also employed. Because the problem is invariant in the ¢
direction, the azimuthal angle is set to ¢ = 0 without loss
of generality. The surface of the sphere is characterized by
its admittance denoted as f. The acoustic pressure

p(r,0, ) satisfies the Helmholtz equation in spherical

coordinates
10 (,0p 1 0 op R
2 or (’ E) +r2sin0%(8“030) top
= 6(x — x5)0(y)(2), (B1)

with the Sommerfeld condition at infinity and with the im-
pedance boundary condition on the sphere surface.

As done in Appendix A, the pressure is split into the
incident pressure on the sphere p; and the scattered pressure
due to the sphere p,. The incident pressure p; is given by the
3-D Green'’s function in free-field

explioo|r — s )

pi(r70) = - 47‘E|l‘—l’s| (Bz)

An other addition theorem (Gradshteyn and Ryzhik, 1980)
allows one to write

pi(r, 0) = ——Z 2p + 1) bV (r-)j, (wr< )P, (cosh),
(B3)

with > = max(rs, ) and - = min(rg, r).
Due to the symmetry over x axis and to the Sommerfeld
condition, the scattered pressure is written as

pa(r,0) = — _ZBphél)(wa> hl()”(a)r)P,,(cosﬂ).
(B4

Using the impedance boundary condition on the sphere
surface and applying the formula for the spherical Bessel
and Hankel function

2 1
i h(l)(z)7 (B5)

7 14

h'Y (2) +h{)(2) =

leads to the following expression for the coefficients B),:

/R + iﬁ]jp(wR)

[p/@R + iBh") (@R)
(B6)

jp+l (('UR) -
1
h', (wR) —

By =—(2p +1)

The acoustic pressure p(r, 0, ®) is computed from Egs. (B2)
and (B4). The coefficients B, are given in the preceding
equation.
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